Amendments to the Claims: 



Claims 1-16 (Cancelled) 



1 17. (Original) A tool for picking up a frame to which a plurality of drivers for a surgical 

2 stapling cartridge is mounted, the tool comprising: 

3 (a) a prime mover; 

4 (b) a first finger drivingly linked to the prime mover, the first finger having a first 

5 pair of transverse planar panels formed in an inwardly facing surface of the first 

6 finger, the first pair of transverse planar panels adapted to seat against 

7 corresponding surfaces on the driver frame; and 

8 (b) a second finger connected to the prime mover, the second finger having a 

9 second pair of transverse planar panels formed in an inwardly facing surface of 

10 the second finger that is substantially opposed to the inwardly facing surface of 

1 1 the first finger, the second pair of transverse planar panels adapted to seat against 

12 corresponding surfaces of the driver frame. 

1 18. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 17, further comprising a first pair of 

2 substantially parallel planar panels intersecting the first pair of transverse planar panels 

3 near an end of the first pair of transverse planar panels. 
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19. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 18, further comprising a second pair of 
substantially parallel planar panels intersecting the second pair of transverse planar 
panels near an end of the second pair of transverse planar panels. 



1 20. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 19, wherein the prime mover is an 

2 electromechanical transducer. 

1 21. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 19, further comprising the frame to 

2 which the plurality of drivers is mounted, said frame being clampingly gripped between 

3 the first and second fingers. 

1 22. (Original) A tool for picking up a frame to which a plurality of swing tabs for a 

2 surgical stapling cartridge is mounted, the tool comprising: 

3 (a) a prime mover; 

4 (b) a first finger drivingly linked to the prime mover, the first finger having a first 

5 pair of transverse planar panels formed in an inwardly facing surface of the first 

6 finger, the first pair of transverse planar panels adapted to seat against 

7 corresponding surfaces on the swing tab frame; and 

8 (b) a second finger connected to the prime mover, the second finger having a 

9 second pair and a third pair of transverse planar panels formed in an inwardly 
10 facing surface of the second finger that is substantially opposed to the inwardly 

4 



11 

12 



facing surface of the first finger, the second and third pairs of transverse planar 
panels adapted to seat against corresponding surfaces of the swing tab frame. 



1 23. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 22, further comprising a fourth pair of 

2 transverse planar panels formed in an inwardly facing surface of the first finger, the 

3 fourth pair of transverse planar panels adapted to seat against corresponding surfaces on 

4 the swing tab frame. 

1 24. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 23, further comprising a first pair of 

2 substantially parallel planar panels intersecting the first and fourth pairs of transverse 

3 planar panels near an end of the first and fourth pair of transverse planar panels. 

1 25. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 23, further comprising a second pair of 

2 substantially parallel planar panels intersecting the second and third pairs of transverse 

3 planar panels near an end of the second and third pairs of transverse planar panels. 

1 26. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 25, wherein the prime mover is an 

2 electromechanical transducer. 

1 27. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 25, further comprising the frame to 

2 which the plurality of swing tabs is mounted, said frame being clampingly gripped 

3 between the first and second fingers. 
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1 28. (Original) The tool in accordance with claim 25, wherein the first and second fingers 

2 are forked to form legs, each of which has one of said pairs of transverse panels formed 

3 therein. 

Claims 29 - 34 (Cancelled) 
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